
316 W. 156th St.  Westfield, IN  46074  (317) 896-1402  www.NewJoy.org 

Journeys 
...of a new congregation where life and faith come together.   

A publication of New Joy Lutheran Church, ELCA July 1, 2010  Volume 11  Issue 7 

 

I continue to be amazed by the talents and gifts and energies of the people of New 
Joy. 
 

If you were around during our Galactic Blast (aka, Vacation Bible School), you saw 
that our church was transformed into a whole new thing.  The Café became the As-
tro Caf®.  The hallway to the Sundayõs Cool rooms was a walk through the night sky.  
The Nursery became the Moon and even the floor was covered with some cool stuff 
that made it have the feel of the surface of the moon.  One of our teens made a 
planetarium, a 2- meter dome (he explained a 5- meter would have taken up have 
the sanctuary é whatever that means) complete with a telescopic projector, and he 
used 13 refrigerator boxes to get it done.  I asked him how he did it.  He just 
òfigured out some calculations at the kitchen table one night.ó And from the ways 

adults and teens  looked into kidsõ eyes and knew whether they needed instructed, comforted, sung to, listened to, played with, or a 
simple cup of water, our cadre of volunteers were there and ready to serve with a willing heart.  Even tornado sirens one night 
found everyone calm, following instructions, and seeing that the safety of the kids were the top priority.  Just ask the man who 
walked around outside wearing a garbage bag to protect himself from the rain, and making sure no one was outside in their cars. 
 

Or  youõve seen it if youõve sat in a Ministry Board meeting and witnessed the spirits of people who work diligently and patiently 
seeing that our mission:  to actively encourage others to experience the joy of Jesus Christ in daily life, comes alive no matter what 
we do.  Or youõve heard the leaders of our new ministry, the Support Group for Parents of Special Needs Kids, talk about what is 
driving their hearts to serve in this way.  Or youõve listened to band practice.  Or you have watched in the office and seen people 
folding and stuffing newsletters, paying the bills, counting the offerings.  Or youõve been around when someone loads or unloads 
the dishwasher or vacuums the church and cleans the toilets or youõve driven up and seen someone mowing the lawn, you have 
seen faith in action. 
 

Thatõs what the people of the early Church meant when they said we are the òbody of Christ.ó  It has to do with what we do é how 
we serve one another, how we work together to keep the pieces of the ministry going, and how we do it fueled by the love that 
God has first put in our hearts.  Together, we are the òbody of Christó and we do it for the sake of the world. 
 

1 Corinthians 12 speaks about how the hand canõt say to the foot òI donõt need you,ó or the eye canõt say to the ear, òI donõt need 
you.ó  Truly, every part of the body needs the others. 
 

Someone walked into our church the other day.  She saw our sign.  She says she believes that God is telling her that she needs more 
ònew joyó in her life.  Iõm excited that God brought her to us, and Iõm excited about the excellent people 
sheõll meet along the way.   
 

I invite you to look for the moments this summer and beyond that God is asking you to respond to op-
portunities like this ð people in your midst looking for what really matters.  Maybe youõll have a conversa-
tion, maybe youõll forgive, maybe youõll listen, maybe youõll witness, maybe youõll laugh and sing, maybe 
youõll try a new ministry.  Whatever you do, do it so that you might actively encourage someone to ex-
perience the joy of Jesus Christ in daily life.  Itõs a wonderful gift you can give to them, to yourself, and to 
our whole family of faith. 
 

See you in worship ð and in lots of other places, too! 
        
       
 
 
       
 
      

 

 
 
 

Pastor Connie Thomson 



A Note from our Ministry Board  
Partners in Mission ð  
 
Anyone that has been able to visit New Joy over the past week has been able to walk on the 
Moon, see one manõs history become anotherõs future, see multiple churches working side-by-
side and see kids of all ages share in the wonderment of Godõs galactic creation. So much for 
the summer being a down time! All these serve as examples of Godõs constant reminder of the 
multitude of ways He is working in the life of New Joy and the lives of its partners to make a 
difference in the world. It has been an exciting first half of the year and I am sure that the sec-
ond half will be even more exciting.  

 
In July we will say good-bye to Sonia Klingbeil, who has been with New Joy since 2000 and served as our Ministry Coordi-
nator since 2001. During this time Soniaõs service and ministry to New Joy has stretched well beyond the confines of her 
job description. She has played a major role in the growth of this congregation, she has developed relationships with many 
in our congregation that stretch well beyond a faith family, and she has served with an open heart and a giving spirit. 
While it will be difficult to say good -bye, we give thanks that God has blessed Sonia with the opportunity to live out a new 
calling for her life ð one of continued service to His world through volunteer work.  
 
God has also continued to guide New Joy through this transition. We have received a number of highly qualified appli-
cants to serve as our new Ministry Coordinator. As you read this we will be wrapping up interviews and we have a goal of 
making a decision around the first of July. I thank all of you that have stepped up during this transition time, all those th at 
have passed the job opening on to friends and family you feel are qualified for the position, and for all the prayers shared 
by our community of faith. I look forward to this next step in our growth together as a church family.  
 
At our meeting this past month the Ministry Board had an opportunity to review the responses we received from our focus 
group meetings. I would like to thank the 13 individuals that took the opportunity to share their thoughts with the Ministry 
Board in these forums and helped share their vision for the future of New Joy. Some of the reoccurring themes we heard 
were continued outreach into the community, the occasional incorporation of traditional services and the desire for an in-
crease in volunteers. The Ministry Board will continue to look at ways we can accomplish some of these goals with the re-
sources with which weõve been blessed. As always, if you have things youõd like to explore, concerns that need addressed, 
or would like to share a joy story, please reach out to anyone on the Ministry Board. 
 
Finally, a thank you to Dale Ressler, Kathy Rezac and Pastor Connie for representing New Joy at the Indiana-Kentucky 
Synod Assembly. At the assembly the Synod elected Bill Gafkjen as the new Bishop of the synod. Bishop Jim Stuck is retiring 
after 12 years of service in that role. We give thanks for Bishop Stuck and the ways he has helped the Synod and New Joy 
grow during his tenure and we look forward to working with Bishop -elect Gafkjen to continue to spread Godõs word in the 
world.  
 
As we continue to be busy during the summer months, it is reassuring to remember that Jesusõ message was to òGo outó. 
We are called to be an active people, sharing our faith through our everyday activities. The more we do as a congregation 
and the more our partners get involved, the closer we become as a family of faith and the more energy God provides us 
with to do more service. It is a pleasure to get to continue to serve with each and every one of you. 
 
In His Service, 
 
Chris Studer, Ministry Board President 

  Did you know?  
  

...Wes Harouff is the new Property Team Chair & Facility Manager for New Joy. 

...During our VBS program we had to use the Tornado & Emergency plan that our Property Team created & posted-thanks to them everything went smoothly! 

...That over 70 kids of all ages participated in this yearõs Joy Days VBS Program! 

...Our Sundayõs Cool students have collected and donated over $230.00 to Lutheran World Relief 

...During the month of July weõre having the kids in 4th-6th grade stay in worship, weõll still have Sundayõs Cool for the younger ones 

...New Joyõs Church Bazaar Fundraiser raised around $500.00! 

...We donated unsold items from the Bazaar to a struggling church in Indy who has yard sales every week to help fund their ministry 

...New Joy wear is on sale again in the Narthexñsee the binder with all the clothing selections and order forms 

...If you want to give your offering through electronic fund transfers through Simply Giving the forms are available at church 

...Prayer requests are always welcome, tell us, call us, email us or submit a prayer card in the Prayer Box on the table in the Narthex  



From Our Child & Family Minister!   
At New Joy, our children our encouraged to...  
KNOW  Jesus, GROW   in their Faith, and to GO  and share this good news! 
 

 

Greetings, 
 
(Ï× ÈÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÐÒÁÉÓÅÄ 'ÏÄ ÓÏ ÆÁÒ ÔÏÄÁÙȩ  3ÁÎÇȩ  $ÁÎÃÅÄȩ  0ÒÁÙÅÄȩ   7ÅȭÖÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ Á ×ÅÅË ÏÆ ÐÒÁÉÓÉÎÇ 
God at our Galactic Blast VBS.  We were able to praise our God and Savior even through the storms of the 
week.  I have once again been witness to the huge heart that children have for our Lord.  Children love to 

ÐÒÁÉÓÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ 'ÏÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÈÕÎÇ ÕÐ ÏÎ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÉÎÇ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÇÏ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÔȢ  4ÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÌÁÄÌÙ ÐÕÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÕÐ ÉÎ Ôhe air.  
4ÈÅÙ ÄÁÎÃÅ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÁËÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÏÏÔÙȢ  4ÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÑÕÉÅÔÌÙ ÆÏÌÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÉÎ ÐÒÁÙÅÒȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÓÕÃÈ ÏÐÅÎ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉons of wor-
ÓÈÉÐȢ +ÉÄÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÒÏÌÅ ÍÏÄÅÌÓȟ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÔÈÅÙȩ   ,ÅÔ ÕÓ ÁÌÌ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÓÁÌÍÉÓÔ ÓÁÙÓ ÉÎ 0ÓÁÌÍÓ ΧΫΦȡά ȡ   Let everything that 
ÂÒÅÁÔÈÅÓ ÐÒÁÉÓÅ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȦ  0ÒÁÉÓÅ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȦȱ 
 
Our week at Galactic Blast was a wonderful one, where kids from New Joy and our community were brought together for some great 

ÆÕÎ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÏÓÅÒ ÇÌÉÍÐÓÅÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÌÏÖÅȢ  ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÕÌÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ helped 

make it happen.  All of the following individuals were a part of our VBS.  Thanks for your gift of service! 

Valerie Bandejas   Silke Barrett   Amanda Clancy   Lynne Coverdale 
Michelle Crouch   Matt Crouch   Laura Euser   Megan Flynn 
Lisa Foreman   Sean Fowler   Courtney Goldsbury  Noelia Gonzalez 
Barbie Hall   Shawna Harouff   Christine Hodgin   Glenn Hoffman 
Todd Howard   Sara Hunter   Amber Janes   Nick Jones 
Kristi Kittilstved   Alyssa Kittilstved   Illona Lipovsky   Trina Nelson-Thomas 
Andrea Preston   Emma Ressler   Roberta Ressler   Nathan Ressler 
Kathy Rezac   Verl Riegsecker   Pat Riegsecker  
Anita Sheets   Hannah Sheets   Arlene Shodrock 
Tonya Stewart   Connie Thomson   Nancy Trullinger 
Gretchen Wettschurack  Katarina Wujek   Natasha Wujek 
Jenny Verbrugge   Jerry Verbrugge   Jennifer Yoder 
 
Have a blessed summer, 
 
Dale Ressler, Child & Family Minister 

Parents of Special Needs Children Support Group 
Prayer, Discussion, Brainstorming, Support! 

 

Are you a parent of a child or children with special needs?   We have a support group just for you!  Join us in a 

supportive environment that will help all of us deal with the unique joys and issues of being a òspecialó parent.   

 

   

Our FIRST Meeting will be on  

Monday, July 12th, 2010! 

 

Our meetings will be held  

Every 2nd Monday of the Month  

At New Joy Church, Westfield  

(156th & Springmill Rd) 

In the Sanctuary 

From 7:15 to 9:00 pm  

 



Volunteer Focusñ 
Meet Neva Hall 
Neva Hall lives here in Westfield and has been attending New Joy for 
over 7 years.  If youõre a female attending New Joy, itõs likely you know 
Neva because for years she has been sending out personally written 
email devotions weekly  to the ladies in our congregation as part of our 
Womenõs Ministry.  She also leads the òCircle of Joyó Womenõs Knit-
ting Ministry in her home every Monday evening.  You could say, 
Nevaõs  the òhostess with the mostessó as sheõs hosted countless events 
for New Joy in her home, including the annual Womenõs Christmas 
Cookie Exchange.    Neva & her husband Doug have one daughter who 
just got married!  Nevaõs maternal instincts didnõt stop when her 
daughter grew up, though.  To give you proof of Nevaõs special connec-
tion to other mothers & children, sheõs currently on record at New Joy 
as a baptismal sponsor for 4 children in 4 different families.   

Neva has extended her love and compassion for children outside of 
New Joy, in fact outside of the U.S., by participating in a mission trip to 
Honduras to reach out to children in orphanages and to cane workers.  
Neva joined a medical brigade group last year led by Dr. John C. that 
dispensed medication to schools and orphanages in several villages 
throughout the Danli area of Houduras and assessed the lung function 
and prevalence of asthma in the field workers in those areas.  Nevaõs 
role on the trip was to perform lung function testing on the cane field 
workers and help in the pharmacy.  She tells of a very touching mo-
ment when helping in the pharmacy one day, ò...as I was watching the 
people who were most patiently waiting with their children, most of the 
children were also incredibly patient, except for this one rambunctious 
little boy running around.  He was adorable and wasnõt hurting anyone 
but his motherõs pride.  The mother was trying to chase the boy while 
also carrying her baby girl.  I stepped around and offered to hold the 
baby while she took her son in tow.  The little girl was about 6 months 
old and she sat in my arms studying my face.  After a few moments of 
perplexity, she reached out and touched my cheek with the most tenta-
tive and gentle hand.  It was as if she was trying to figure out why I was 
a different color than her mother.  I touched her smooth opulent baby 
face and smiled and she smiled back.  I spoke to her softly and kissed 
her temple and she smiled.  I could have cried.  I didnõt want to give her 
up.  As she reached out to touch my face, she withdrew her hand hold-
ing my heart.ó 

How does one decide to go on a mission trip like this?  Neva explains òFaith calls us to serve.  A friend told me about this 
opportunity and I felt compelled to go.  I prayed and prayed.  With each prayer I became more and more excited to go.ó   
Neva assures us that you donõt need to be bilingual, they have interpreters.  And she even overcame barriers and fears as 
she served, she explained, òThe compound where we stayed was guarded by men with machine guns.  Our quarters were 
inside the guarded compound with another fence guarded by more men with guns.  That was a little unnerving, but every-
one was very nice to us.ó 

At the end of this touching mission trip, Neva leaves us with a Bible verse that served as inspiration for her:  
 Psalm 121 (A Song of Ascents)                                                                                                                                                                   
 I lift up my eyes to the hills ñWhere does my help come from?                                                                                       
 My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.                                                                                                                                
 He will not let your foot slip ñhe who watches over you will not slumber;   
 

Neva Volunteered for: 

Dr. John C Stevens Medical Brigade  

in Honduras 

 

The goal of this Medical Brigade is to provide 
medical care to remote villages and determine 

ways to assist the breathing and asthmatic issues 

of the area. 

 

You can help by donating money for medication, 

sponsoring children in the orphanages, sponsoring 

volunteers, sponsoring children in college in the 

US, volunteering on a trip and praying.   

 

 

Contact Information:  

jsteven@iupui.edu 


