
316 W. 156th St.  Westfield, IN  46074  (317) 896-1402  www.NewJoy.org 

Journeys 
...of a new congregation where life and faith come together.   

A publication of New Joy Lutheran Church, ELCA April 1, 2009  Volume 10  Issue 4 

òWhat Difference Does it Make?ó 
 

If youõre planning a family gathering and you learn at the last minute that someone youõd planned on isnõt coming over after all, it makes a differ-
ence.  If youõre paying your bills and there just isnõt the kind of money in the checking account that youõd like to see there, it makes a difference.   
If you go to the hardware store and ask the specialists to mix you a can of paint and you get home and start brushing it on your walls and find that 
itõs not just what you wanted, it makes a difference. 
 

For each of these things, most of us would be able to say what the difference is.  òIõm disappointed.  I 
havenõt seen him/her in a long time and I was hoping we could get together.ó  òI thought there was 
more money there é Iõm going to have to budget a little differently this month.ó  òThis wall doesnõt 
look good at all!  Back to the hardware store for me!ó 
 

Weõd do well to be able to talk about the difference that Good Friday and Easter make in our lives, 
too.  So Iõd like to share with you some things that you may want to think about during this holy 
time of year. 
 

First, you have a God who came to earth to walk inside shoes a whole lot like yours.  The places you 
go, the things you feel, the thoughts you have.  Jesus knows about them, and heõs had plenty of 
them himself.  What difference does it make?  God isnõt far- off.  He loves you enough to be close-
by.  On your best days, and on your worst days, too. 
 

Second, the world seems to have a hard time with unconditional love.  It was true for people in Jesusõ 
day, and it seems to be true in our day, too.  In Jesusõ day, people were so against it that they rebelled 
against his message so much that they insisted on his death.  Love running around loose in the world 
was too much for them.  In our day, we seem to have a hard time with lots of love happening, too.  
We get stressed, afraid, and unforgiving.  If Jesus were here today (and he is), weõd probably put him 
to death, too.   
 

Third, God stands over and above even death.  òPerfect love casts our fear,ó (1 John 4:18) because 
Godõs love is stronger than death.  When the women went to Jesusõ tomb, they found that he had 
risen from the dead.  The world said òNoó to his ways of love, and God said òYes.ó  God had the last 
word. 
 

What difference does it make?  It makes all the difference in the world.  God has entered our world, 
God claims that light shines even in darkness, and God promises that death is not the end.   
 

Good Friday is a day we call òGoodó because even in the midst of the pain and heartache of the day, 
God is there and will transform it.  Easter is awesome because Godõs power reigns.  And wherever you 
are in your life, Godõs love for you is real and true and powerful.  If you are living a ògood Fridayó of 
sorts, God will transform it.  If you are celebrating an òeasteró of sorts, it is God who claims it and 
made it that way. 
 

What difference does it make?  It makes the most profound difference of your life.  This day is a gift, 
given to you, and it is claimed by the One who gave you the gift of your life in the first place.  Every 
day is a gift, and God will never leave you or forsake you.   
 

Name the difference in your life, and embrace it.  Just like God names and embraces you. 
 

Blessed season to you ð now and always, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Connie Thomson 

Holy Week  
 

Palm Sunday 
April 5 

8:00 am Service 

9:45 am Service 
 

Maundy Thursday 
April 9 

7:00 pm Service 
 

Good Friday 
April 10 

7:00 pm Service 
 

Pancake Breakfast & 

Easter Egg Hunt 
April 11 

9:00 amñNoon 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 12 

6:45 am Service 

8:00 am Service 

9:45 am Service 
 

 



From our Youth Minister!  
òOur Youth Group inspires everyone we encounter on our life journey to seek Christ 
and become involved in a faith community to become closer to Godó   
Greetings once again everyone, 

Things have been continuing on strong with the New Joy Youth as the flowers have started to 
come out and the trees are regaining their leaves. Of course as spring rolls in so do spring sports, 

spring clubs, spring break, and spring exams! Nevertheless, our Youth have been quite busy. 

In March, we held our last Faith Formation for the year. We had a lot of fun playing some goofy 
games and more importantly learning about how faith goes along with the Bible, and linking the 

many pieces of the year together. The youth each drew a picture of what the church means to them, and during our dis-
cussion I was blown away by how deep each Jr. Higher was able to go with their view of church. These pictures are on 

display in the kitchen if anyone would like to see them. 

This concludes the 1st year of confirmation for Nick, Hannah, Lara, and Morgan. For Barbie, Victoria, Nathan, and Cole 
this is the end of a two year journey! These four youth will be confirmed on April 26 th, please keep them in your prayers 

as they are taking this large step in their faith walks! 

Our Senior High started a new Faith Study series on relationships, which started by discussing what we all thought com-
posed a relationship. We then went through the same role relationship model used at the Exploring our Expectations 
workshop! Our Senior High students were able to relate to this model, and I believe it helped us to better understand the 
fundamental dynamics behind what makes up a relationship. As we continue this journey, different members of the 
Youth Ministry team will also be attending Youth Group to help foster relationships between the team and the youth! I 

am excited to see what God has in store for us as we embark on this journey together. 

The next step on this monthõs agenda is to update everyone on our ELCA trip to New Orleans. Things are ramping up 
into full force as we are preparing for the journey in July. On the fundraising front, we have the following events going 

on: 

Many thanks to the Spirit Team for allowing us to serve at the Pancake 

Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt on April 11th! 

We will also be dining at Mudbugs on Main Street in Carmel on April 
18th. If you would like to join us from 5pm ð 8pm, tell them that you are 

from New Joy and Mudbugs will donate 15% of your meal to our cause!  

We would also like to thank everyone who has purchased a candy bar, 

and those of you who have become regular consumersJ. 

We will also be attending the next area wide meeting on April 19 th. Please keep 
us in your prayers as we go through the devotions and prepare spiritually and 

mentally for the adventure ahead of us. 

To conclude, I would like to thank everyone for your prayers and support while 
both of our youth groups continue to move forward! I canõt wait to see what 

other big plans God has in store for us going on into the future.  

Many Blessings, 

Tim OõLeary, Youth Minister 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

 

April 5 th & 19th:  Sr High Youth Grp 
(7:00 pm ð 8:30 pm) 
 

April 2nd, April 16th, & April 30th : 
Senior High Coffee Chat  
(7:30 pm ð 9:00 pm)  
 

April 11 th : Pancake Breakfast & 
Easter Egg Hunt 
(9:00-Noon)  
 

April 18 th : Mudbugs Café 
ELCA Youth Conference Fundraiser 
(5 pm ð 8pm) 
 

April 26 th : Confirmation Sunday 

Community  

Outreach!  
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Cleaned for Open Doors 

Food Pantry 



The Annual Ministry Board Retreat 
 

On March 13-14, our Ministry Board went on Retreat to the Davis 
House in Crawfordsville, hosted again by Steve and Cindy Golliher.  
(Thank you, Steve and Cindy!)  Because we are serving together 
anew in this capacity, this is always a wonderful event for a number 
of reasons. We carpooled to Crawfordsville and had dinner on the 
way, and were warmly welcomed by Steve and Cindy at the Davis 
House.  After settling in there, we shared in devotions and becoming 
better acquainted through our faith stories and how God has been 
active in our lives.  The night then led to fellowship and a rousing 
game of Apples to Apples and some yummy refreshments!  Satur-
day morning began with a delightful breakfast, learning and sharing 
about leadership, and lots of conversation and prayer about the min-
istries of New Joy, follow-up from your input given through the our 
Exploring Our Expectations Workshop, and where we believe God is 
calling to go from here.  We look forward to sharing the exciting out-
comes of that conversation with you, and we ask you to stay tuned! 

Discovery òNew Memberó Class 
 

Welcome to New Joy!  Weõre excited to announce our upcoming Discovery Class, to be 
held on Saturday, April 25, from 9:00- 1:00, for anyone who is interested in joining this 
congregation.  Youõll learn more about how life and faith come together for people who 
call themselves Lutheran Christians today, youõll learn more about the particular minis-
tries of New Joy and how it is that we want to make a difference in Godõs world, and youõll get to meet some of the other great 
people who are thinking about officially joining this family of faith!  Weõll gather at 9:00, and weõll conclude by sharing in lunch 
together that day.  Child care will be provided and weõre already looking forward to what God has in store for us all that day. 
If after going through the class you decide that youõd like to join New Joy, new partners in our ministry will be received during 
worship on Sunday, May 3, at the 9:45 worship service.  Itõll be a very special time!  Please sign up on the sign up sheet at church, 
give us a call, or send an email to Pastor Connie at NewJoyWestfield@aol.com to let us know that youõd like to take part.   

Many thanks!  Indianapolis area pastors met at New Joy for their monthly meeting in March, and a special thanks goes to 
Kristi Kittilstved, Kelly and Jason Brown, and Dave and Flo Riese for the wonderful hospitality, refreshments, and lunch of 
the day!  Everyone was warmly welcomed, well fed, and celebrated in their ministry.  Thank you, also, to Glenn Hoffman, 
Dale Ressler, and Laura Euser who helped with worship that day.  A special day was had by all! 

Confirmation Sunday!  
 

On Sunday, April 26 at our 9:45 am Worship Service, weôll celebrate the 

Faith Formation (aka, Confirmation) of several of our young people!   
 

Cole Towner  Nate Ressler  Barbie Hall   Victoria Flagg  
 

Come and celebrate with them and how life and faith come  

together, and pray for them as they step out into their lives of faith in a 

whole new way!  

Has your life been touched by the life of our new congregation?   
Many people will say that theirs has been! Our synod is looking closely at how we can start an-
other new congregation on the south side of Indianapolis in Franklin Township, and Pastor Connie 
is serving on a special task force with other congregations in the Indy area to help this dream 
come true.  She'd love to include a partner or two from New Joy as well, knowing that folks 
around are inspired by New Joy's story.  If you're interested, please let Pastor Connie know by 
calling her at 896-1402 or emailing her at NewJoyWestfield@aol.com.  God is good, ALL THE 
TIME! 

2009 Ministry Board: Phil Rearden, Todd Howard, Chris Studer, 
Stephanie Butler, Shawna Harouff, Tonia Hassinger,  

Pastor Connie and Sean Fowler (not pictured) 
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