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I made a very intentional choice when my cousin, Doug, emailed me last 
summer and asked me to re- up my Fantasy Football Team for the 
Thomson Family League.  I said no.  For starters, I knew Iõd be on sab-
batical for most of the fall and wasnõt sure when or if Iõd have internet 
access.  The other part of my decision was that last year my team ð the 
Seventy- Sevens ð came in completely and utterly last.  So I certainly 
found no compelling reason to manage my pretend team this time 
around.   
 
Then Doug told me that he needed my Team to be in the league to keep 
numbers even, or whatever.  So he signed my team up and opted for the 
òauto-draftó option when it came to recruiting the teamõs members.  
And that was the last I had heard about it.  Until October, sitting in a 

dorm room at Columbia Theological Seminary, when I decided to visit espn.com and see which of my cousins was in the lead. 
   
Imagine my surprise when I discovered that the Seventy Sevens were FIRST in their division!  I mean, that was my Team, and Iõd 
done not a thing with it, and it thrived.   It turns out, Doug explained, that the auto-draft option had gone well for me, and when 
one of my players had a BYE week, Doug just substituted someone from my bench.  While this doesnõt tell me that Iõm a Fantasy 
Football expert or anything like it, I do find it more than amusing.  Not only can life surprise us, but it often has a way of showing 
us that despite our best efforts ð or even lack of them ð amazing things happen.  And itõs cool. 
 
Something similar happened when I returned to New Joy after those 15 weeks.  It was a joy to come back and see all the places 
where our ministry thrived.  18 kids took part in First Communion class.  Teenagers went on a Prayer Walk at WalMart and asked 
some of the shoppers if there were things they had happenings in their lives for which our teens could pray.  We welcomed new 
people to the mission and ministry of New Joy.  Our food drop-off ministry grew.  A new Nursery Coordinator joined the staff at 
New Joy.  Members of the Ministry Board talked with people about their real- life joys and concerns.  Community Day was a beau-
tiful day and the community around us was welcomed, again, to be part of what God is doing at New Joy.  The sabbatical pastors 
preached inspiring sermons and were available to help people grow in faith in other ways, too.  Our partners shared sermons at our 
Worship on Wednesday services.  People walked the Labyrinth, studied the miracles, pledged of their financial gifts, and prayed for 
our congregation.   And the list goes on.   
 
And Iõve gotta tell you, it feels great!  I love the ways the congregation thrived in my absence.  While the story of my Fantasy 
Football team is a little humbling (e.g., it thrives if I donõt go anywhere near it), it is inspiring to know that the time of sabbatical 
was positive not only for me and my experience of travel, prayer, and rest é but it was also positive to witness how ministry thrives 
at New Joy, even when I am far away!  As we prepared long and hard for sabbatical, God blessed the whole endeavor.  And as we 
knew we could do this, God worked in the people of New Joy to bring amazing differences to the world. 
 
We have an exciting year ahead of us, filled with both opportunity and challenge.  We will continue with our mission, òto actively 
encourage others to experience the joy of Jesus Christ in daily life.ó  We will grow in faith and fellowship, we will give and serve, we 
will pray and most importantly we will worship.  Itõs good to be back with you after all those weeks of sabbatical, and Iõm excited to 
see about the wonderful places where God will lead us next! 
 

     Blessings, 
      
 

 
       
 
      

 

 
 
 

 

Pastor Connie Thomson 



From Our Child & Family Minister!   
At New Joy, our children our encouraged to...  
KNOW  Jesus, GROW   in their Faith, and to GO  and share this good news! 
 

 

Happy New Year! 
 
Wow!  Another year has gone by.  I just reluctantly scheduled my annual physical exam for this month.  It 
ÇÏÔ ÍÅ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÉÎÇȣ×Å ÄÏ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÅØÁÍÓȟ ÓÏ ×ÈÙ ÎÏÔ ÁÎ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÃÈÅÃË-ÕÐ ÔÏÏȩ  (Ï×ȭÓ ÙÏÕÒ 
faith doing this year?  Have you grown deeper in your faith and closer to God over the past 12 months?  If 

ÙÅÓȟ ÐÒÁÉÓÅ 'ÏÄȦ  )Æ ÎÏÔȟ ×ÈÙ ÎÏÔȩ  4ÁËÅ Á ÆÅ× ÍÉÎÕÔÅÓ ɉÏÒ ÍÏÒÅɊ ÁÎÄ ÅØÁÍÉÎÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÁÄ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÏÎȢ  7ÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÔÈat 
prevents you from deepening your relationship with Christ?  Are you spending time in his Word?  Are you setting aside some per-
sonal devotion time for yourself?  Have you regularly attended worship over the past year?  Are you looking for opportunities to 
serve your church, God, and community?  Are you involved in some sort of small group that allows you to connect with your fellow 
ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÓÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȩ  ) ÐÒÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÓ ΨΦΧΦ ÂÅÇÉÎÓȟ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÁÌÌ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ Ópend time in 
2010 focusing not only on our physical health, but our spiritual health as well.  
 

7ÅȭÖÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÌÌ ÆÉÎÉÓÈÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÓÙ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÏÆ ÇÉÆÔ ÇÉÖÉÎÇȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕÒ ËÉÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÌÉËÅ ÍÉÎÅȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÂÅÅÎ ÂÏÍÂÁÒÄÅÄ Ïver the 
ÌÁÓÔ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÔÏÙÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÁÄÇÅÔÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÏÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȢ  ! $3 ÉÓÎȭÔ ÇÏÏÄ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÁÎÙÍÏÒÅȢ  .Ïw, it 
ÈÁÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á $3ÉȢ   !Î )ÐÏÄ ÎÁÎÏ ÉÓ /+ȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÎ )0ÏÄ 4ÏÕÃÈ ÉÓ ÄÅÆÉÎÉÔÅÌÙ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÇÏȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÓÏ ÈÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ ËÉÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ Íake good 
decisions on where to spend our money.  What messages are we sending our kids?  Are we teaching them good practices about how 
to handle their own money?  Furthermore, are we instructing them to save for their own future?  What are we telling them about 
ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȩ  4ÈÅÓÅ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÏÕÇÈ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÅÄȢ   9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÓÅÅ Ô×Ï 
great opportunities for you and your family to be involved in these conversations with two financial 
workshops that are being offered in January and February right here at New Joy.  Details are given 
below.  Two age-based workshops will be given by Thrivent Financial that focus on money manage-
ment for our children.  These one-hour workshops will provide hands-on activities and allow for 
ÄÅÅÐÅÒ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÁÔ ÈÏÍÅȢ  4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÃÏÓÔ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ËÉÄÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ 
ÈÏÍÅ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÇÉÆÔ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅÍ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔȢ  ) ÈÏÐÅ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÉÎ 
these workshops and plan to attend! 
 

Peace in the New Year! 
Dale Ressler, Children & Family Minister  

Kids Kalendar!  
 

Wed. Jan. 6 6:00 pm Family Night: Meal & Live B.I.G.  
 

Wed. Jan. 20 6:00 pm Family Night: Meal & Live B.I.G.  
 

Sun. Jan. 31 1:00 pm Parents, Kids & Money Matters: Financial Workshop for Parents & Kids Ages 6-10 
 

Sun. Feb. 28 1:00 pm Parents, Teen & Money Matters: Financial Workshop for Parents & Kids Ages 11-14 

Thrivent Financial Money Management Workshops for Kids & Parents 

 

January 31
st
, 1:00 pm:  Parents, Kids and Money Matters  (for parents and children ages 6 to 10) 

This interactive, values-based workshop takes a unique stewardship approach to talking to chil-

dren about money management.  It consists of a parent workshop, led by Karen Wolffis of 

Thrivent Financial, with a simultaneous childrenôs lesson, led by Dale Ressler.  Parents receive a 

resource guide to help continue the conversation at home with their children.  Kids receive a 

Money Smart Piggy bank with separate compartments for saving, spending, and giving. 

 

February 28
th
, 1:00 pm:  Parents, Teens and Money Matters  (for parents and their teens ages 11 to 14) 

This interactive, workshop is designed for young teens (ages 11 to 14) and their parents.  It uses 

dialogue, activities, and a game format to spark an open discussion about values, money, influences, and choices.  Parents receive a 

resource guide to help continue the discussion of money and values with their teens.  Teens receive the Cash Cache, a personal finance 

planner with separate compartments for saving, spending, giving, and investing.   Note:  This workshop will also take the place of the regu-

larly scheduled Faith Formation class for that day. 



From our Youth Minister!  
òOur Youth Group inspires everyone we encounter on our life journey to seek Christ 
and become  involved in a faith community to become closer to Godó   
 

Happy New Year!  
 

Well, I hope that everyone has had an awesome Christmas with new stories to share and has been 
able to carry the Joy into January. Who else cannot seem to believe that an entire decade ago we 
were all freaking out about Y2K? Also, just to put things into perspective about how fast time can fly, 
the members of our youth groupsõ ages ranged from 4-8 a decade ago. SO, now that everyone feels 
as old as I do we can move on!    

 

Starting with Faith Formation, we have ended the year by closing our unit on Prayer and we will be starting anew in Wor-
ship. This is sort of our way of ending the year in prayer and beginning anew by worship! We also had an amazing Christ-
mas party at the home of the Sheets (Thanks Sheets!) with some good food, great fellowship, and wacky white elephant 
gifts!  
 

I would also like to share how we ended our last Faith Formation class of the year. We ended by reading Luke 11:2-4 from 
the message:  
 

So he said, òWhen you pray, say, ôFather, reveal who you are. Set the world right. Keep us alive with three square meals. 
Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others. Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil.õó  
 

If this passage seems familiar or you are just curious, I invite you to look this up in a regular translation or to come to church 
on any Sunday. I assure everyone you will hear this again ;-)  
 

Senior High wrapped up another awesome year with another fun Christmas get together at the Hallõs (Thanks Halls!). In 
addition we are continuing our journey down the movies studies and hearing from the Giftõs team as we move into Janu-
ary. Its going to be cool to see what God has in store moving along.  
 

I also wanted to take the time and say thank you for everyone who was able to come out and bag salt at St. Vincentõs Am-
bulance Bay. With your help the salt bagging went very quickly from what I hear ð and even 
though it was cold everyone had fun and stayed warm!   
 

In closing, I want to thank everyone for all of your prayers and support over the past year. Please 
keep it up as New Joy moves into another year with the opportunity to spread Godõs good word! 
On a personal note, I want to thank everyone for all of the prayer and support towards Jessie and I 
as we have made some big life changing decisions. I am excited to hear about all of the awesome 
things God is going to do back here in Indiana and look forward to hearing about it!   
 

òépursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. Fight the good fight of 
faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made éó - 2 Timothy 6:11-12.  
 

In Peace,  
Tim OõLeary, Youth Minister 

YOUTH EVENTS 
 

January 3 (7:00 pmñ8:30 pm)   
Jr. High Faith Formation 
Topic: Why Worship? 
 

January 10  (7:30 pmñ9:00 pm) 
Sr. High Youth Group 
Faith Topic: Movie Study 
 

January 17 (7:00 pmñ8:30 pm)   
Jr. High Faith Formation 
Topic: Holy Sacraments 
 

January 24  (7:30 pmñ9:00 pm) 
Sr. High Youth Group 
Faith Topic: Gifts Team Presentation 
 

January 31 (7:00 pmñ8:30 pm)   
Jr. High Faith Formation 
Topic: Baptism & Communion 
 

January 30, 2010 (Time TBD)  
Sr. High Lock-In 


