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I made a very intentional choice when my cousin, Doug, emailed me last
summer and asked me to r@ip my Fantasy Football Team for the
Thomson Family League. I said no.
batical for most of the fall and w
access. The other part of my decision was that last year my tédhe

Seventy Seven$ came in completely and utterly last. So | certainly

found no compelling reason to manage my pretend team this time

around.

Then Doug told me that he needed my Team to be in the league to keep
numbers even, or whatever. So he signed my team up and opted for the
coaudmaft o option when it came to r

Pastor Connie Tho

And that was the last | had heard about it. Until October, sitting in a
dorm room at Columbia Theological Seminary, when | decided to visit espn.com and see which of my cousins was in the lead.

| magine my surprise when | discovered that the Seventy Sev
done not a thing with it, and it thrived. It turns out, Doug explained, that the autalraft option had gone well for me, and wen
one of my players had a BYE week, Doug just substituted so
Football expert or anything like it, | do find it more than amusing. Not only can life surprise us, but it often has a wagwwing
us that despite our best effortd or even lack ofthemda mazi ng t hi ngs happen. And itds co

Something similar happened when | returned to New Joy after those 15 weeks. It was a joy to come back and see all the places
where our ministry thrived. 18 kids took part in First Communion class. Teenagers went on a Prayer Walk at WalMart art] aske
some of the shoppers if there were things they had happenings in their lives for which our teens could pray. We welcomed new
people to the mission and ministry of New Joy. Our food droff ministry grew. A new Nursery Coordinator joined the staff at
New Joy. Members of the Ministry Board talked with people about their rdike joys and concerns. Community Day was a beau-
tiful day and the community around us was welcomed, again, to be part of what God is doing at New Joy. The sabbaticalspastor
preached inspiring sermons and were available to help people grow in faith in other ways, too. Our partners shared sdrogns a
Worship on Wednesday services. People walked the Labyrinth, studied the miracles, pledged of their financial gifts, autfqray
our congregation. And the list goes on.

And | dve gotta tell vyou, it feels great! I |l ove t hasy ways
Football team is a |ittle humbling (e.g., it t hr i Usabbatidalf |
was positive not only for me and my experience of t rtarivesl! ,
at New Joy, even when | am far away! As we prepared long and hard for sabbatical, God blessed the whole endeavor. And as we
knew we could do this, God worked in the people of New Joy to bring amazing differences to the world.

We have an exciting year ahead of wus, filled with boivdy opp
encourage others to experience the joy of Jesus Chdasnetwei n
will pray and most i mportantly we will worship. | t@itedtg o o d

see about the wonderful places where God will lead us next!

Blessings, )
7/@4/\ (W//W &
Ve uog,
e = K tenna 316 W. 156th St. Westfield, IN 46074 (3140336ww.NewJoy.org



From Our Child & Family Minister!

| At New Joy, our children our encouraged to...
kvow Jesusgrow in their Faith, and teo and share this good news!

Happy New Year!
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prevents you from deepening your relationship with Christ? Are you spending time in his Word? Are you setting asidg-somé
sonal devotion time for yourself? Have you regularly attended worship over the past year? Are you looking for oppottunitied
serve your church, God, and community? Are you involved in some sort of small group that allows you to connect witloyour

Wow! Another year has gone by. | just reluctantly scheduled my annual physical exam for this month. It

x@ 1

faith doing this year? Have you grown deeper in your faith and closer to God over the past 12 monthp? If

jTcC
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2010 focusing not only on our physical health, but our spiritual health as well.
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decisions on where to spend our money. What messages are we sending our kids? Are we teaching them good practices gbout h
to handle their own money? Furthermore, are we instructing them to save for their own future? What are we telling them alou
CEOEI ¢ AAAE O OEA AEOOAEe 4AEAOA AOA A1l O1 OCE NOAOGOEIN O
great opportunities for you and your family to be involved in these conversations with two financial

workshops that are being offered in January and February right here at New Joy. Details are given

below. Two agéhased workshops will be given by Thrivent Financial that focus on money manage- "

ment for our children. These orfgour workshops will provide haneten activities and allow for t
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these workshops and plan to attend!

Peace in the New Year! - .

Dale Ressler, Children & Family Minister l‘

January'31:00 pRarents, Kids and Moneffdvipaeents and children ages 6 to
This interactive, valuebased workshop takes a unigue stewardship approach to talking to
dren about money management. It consists of a parent workshop, led by Karen Wolffis o
Thrivent Financial, with a simultaneous

Money Smart Piggy bank with separate compartments for saving, spending, and giving.

February"28:00 pRarents, Teens and MonéjoMstersts and their teens ages
This interactive, workshop is designed for young teens (ages 11 to 14) and their parents.
dialogue, activities, and a game format to spark an open discussion about values, money, influences, and choiceseNgaeents

Thrivent Financial Money Management Workshoﬂ)s fc

10)
Chil-

c hi

resource guide to help continue the conversation at home with their children. Kids receiv¢ a

11 to
It uses
re

resource guide to help continue the discussion of money and values with their teens. Teens receive the Cash Cachénarmmerqona

planner with separate compartments for saving, spending, giving, and invelstiteg This workshop will also take the place of the regy-

larly scheduled Faith Formation class for that day.

Kids Kalendar!

Wed. Jan. 6 6:00 pm Family Night: Meal & Live B.I.G.
Wed. Jan. 20 6:00 pm Family Night: Meal & Live B.I.G.
Sun.Jan. 31  1:00 pm Parents, Kids & Money Matters: Financial Workshop for Parents & Kids Ages 6-10

Sun. Feb. 28  1:00 pm Parents, Teen & Money Matters: Financial Workshop for Parents & Kids Ages 11-14




'From our Youth Minister!

oOur Youth Group I nspires everyone we
and become fnvol ved i n a farth commul

Happy New Year!

Well, | hope that everyone has had an awesome Christmas with new stories to share and has been
able to carry the Joy into January. Who else cannot seem to believe that an entire decade ago we
were all freaking out about Y2K? Also, just to put things into perspective about how fast time can fly,
t he members of our yout h 8g@gdecadgagad SOarpw that everyore éedls
as old as | do we can move on!

Starting with Faith Formation, we have ended the year by closing our unit on Prayer and we will be starting anew in Wor-
ship. This is sort of our way of ending the year in prayer and beginning anew by worship! We also had an amazing Christ-
mas party at the home of the Sheets (Thanks Sheets!) with some good food, great fellowship, and wacky white elephant
gifts!

| would also like to share how we ended our last Faith Formation class of the year. We ended by reading Luke 11:24 from
the message:

So he said, owhen you pray, say, OFather, reveal who yd
Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others. Keep us§

If this passage seems familiar or you are just curious, | invite you to look this up in a regular translation or to come to &wrch
on any Sunday. | assure everyone you will hear this again 5

Senior High wrapped up another awesome year with anothe
addition we are continuing our journey down the movies
ary. Its going to be cool to see what God has in store moving along.

I also wanted to take the time and say thank you for eV
bulance Bay. With your help the salt bagging went very quickly from what | hear & and even
though it was cold everyone had fun and stayed warm!

In closing, | want to thank everyone for all of your prayers and support over the past year. Please

keep it up as New Joy moves into another year with the
On a personal note, | want to thank everyone for all of the prayer and support towards Jessie and |

as we have made some big life changing decisions. | am excited to hear about all of the awesome

things God is going to do back here in Indiana and look forward to hearing about it!

oépursue righteousness, godliness, faith, [ove, endur an
faith. Take hold of the eternal [ f-@Timahy&¥id h you wer e

In Peace,
Tim OdLeary, Youth Minister

YOUTH EVENTS

January 3 (7:00 pmii 8:30 pm)
Jr. High Faith Formation

Topic: Why Worship?

January 10 (7:30 pmfi9:00 pm)
Sr. High Youth Group

Faith Topic: Movie Study
January 17 (7:00 pmfi 8:30 pm)
Jr. High Faith Formation

Topic: Holy Sacraments
January 24 (7:30 pmfi9:00 pm)
Sr. High Youth Group

Faith Topic: Gifts Team Presentation
January 31 (7:00 pmfi 8:30 pm)
Jr. High Faith Formation

Topic: Baptism & Communion

January 30, 2010 (Time TBD)
Sr. High Lockin
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