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òBe transformedéó 
 

I realize that Iõm much older than the children of New Joy, but I was still a bit 
taken aback when they were so surprised to see my hot air popcorn popper.  
Truly, the sense of òold time historyó that I could feel seemed as though I had 
rolled a horse and buggy through the sanctuary for that childrenõs sermon.  
Even some of the Faith Formation students, as in 7th and 8th graders, that I met 
with that evening had no idea what the thing was.   
 

The point was this:  how amazing is it that a little kernel ð dry, hard, lifeless ð 
could become a fluffy and scrumptious piece of popcorn?  And yet heat and air 
transform the whole being of the kernel, so that itõs hardly recognizable from 
how it began. 

 

The life of faith is something like that.  I talked with the kids about the way Jesus turned water into wine when he was at a party, 
and I told them that Jesus changes their lives too, because thatõs just what happens when we enter fully into a life of faith.  Reading 
Scripture, praying for the world and the people who are in it, singing songs and entering into worship are bound to change us, espe-
cially if we let them. 
 

When you look in the mirror, I hope you donõt always see the same person looking back at you.  Not that youõre not beautiful 
and cherished and beloved by God already é but because Godõs dream for you is that you be transformed and that your life be 
filled with the Spirit, so that you could take Jesusõ likeness into the world with you.  Someone once told me, òGod loves you just 
the way you are, and God loves you enough not to want you to stay that way.ó 
 

There is much about the world around us that could tempt us away from who and what it is that God wants us to be.  Forgiveness 
runs short and bitterness runs high; fear sneaks up on us and mercy can seem a stranger.  But there is something amazing and re-
markable about a God who keeps on coming to us, and who keeps asking for our hearts. 
 

òBe not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,ó the Apostle Paul writes (Romans 12).  Or in 
other words, donõt just be a kernel when you can be a piece of popcorn.  One is heavy, lifeless, burdened é and the other practi-
cally dances for joy, just because it can.   
 

We are soon approaching the days of Lent.  Weõll look closely at the things in our lives which try to push God out of the center.  
And weõll consider how we can be called back to a purpose and a life that really matters.  I hope youõll worship with us every Sun-
day, and even every Wednesday, during Lent.  This time is set apart to look closely at recognizing the burdens of our lives ð so that 
we can let them go. 
 

The kids that January Sunday werenõt so amazed by my contraption of a popcorn popper because they didnõt know what popcorn 
was, and not because they didnõt recognize a popcorn kernel.  They were amazed by it because in most of their homes, popcorn 
gets popped inside a microwave, inside a bag, and far from the eye to see.  They know popcorn òhappens,ó but many of them had 
never seen the transformation. 
 

Let yourself be transformed in the days and weeks ahead.  Weõll begin on Ash Wednesday, February 17, with worship at 6:30.  Weõll 
continue all the way to the cross of Jesus.  And then weõll be invited to glimpse beyond his grave.  Itõs a story with lots of room for 
you. 
 

    Peace be with you, 
     

 
 
       
 
      

 
 
 
 

Pastor Connie Thomson 



From Our Child & Family Minister!   
At New Joy, our children our encouraged to...  
KNOW  Jesus, GROW   in their Faith, and to GO  and share this good news! 
 

 

Greetings, 
 

) ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ Á ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ 2ÉÃË #ÈÒÏÍÅÙȟ ÁÎÄ )ȭÍ ÎÏ× ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÒÒÅȤ
sponding book called, %ÎÅÒÇÉÚÉÎÇ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÍÁÌÌÅÒ #ÈÕÒÃÈȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÁÎ ÕÐÌÉÆÔÉÎÇ ÂÏÏË ÔÈÁÔ ÏÆÆÅÒÓ 
some great insight to those of us not in a mega church.  The premise of the book is that if we want to ener-
gize our church, then we can begin by tapping into the enthusiasm of our children.  To quote Dr. Chromey, 

ȰÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÒÅ ÍÅÓÓÙȟ ÌÏÕÄȟ ÆÒÕÓÔÒÁÔÉÎÇȟ ÅÎÅÒÇÅÔÉÃȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÍÐÅÔÕÏÕÓȢȱ  9ÏÕȭÖÅ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÎÏÔÉÃÅÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÔÒÁÉÔÓ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ Ï×Î kids!  
However, when you couple those qualities with a great love for our Lord, an exciting faith, and an awesome desire to serve God, 
ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÃÁÎ ÈÁÐÐÅÎȢ  4ÈÉÓ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÚÅÄ ÈÏ× ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÔÁÐ ÉÎÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅm 
ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÅÖÅÎ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÅÅÎ ÙÅÁÒÓȦ  )ȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ÁÔ .Å× *ÏÙ ÔÏ work with 
me to help our kids become leaders in our church.  If our children are involved at a young age, they are more likely to carry that atti-
ÔÕÄÅ ÏÆ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÁÄÕÌÔ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ  3Ïȟ ÈÏ× ÃÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÌÐ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÈÁÐÐÅÎȩ  7ÈÅÎÅÖÅÒ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÁÔ .Å× Joy, 
ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ Á ÃÈÉÌÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÙÏÕȢ  ) ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÍÏÓÔ ËÉÄÓ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐȟ ÂÕÔ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÁÆÒÁÉÄ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÉÔ ×ÒÏÎÇ Ïr get in the 
×ÁÙȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÁÎ ÕÓÈÅÒȟ ÁÓË ÙÏÕÒ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÕÓÈÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ Á 3ÕÎÄÁÙȢ  ɉ)ÔȭÓ /+ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÍÉÓÓ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȭÓ #ÏÏÌ ÏÎÅ ×ÅÅË.)  If 
ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÁÓÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÄ Á "ÉÂÌÅ ÌÅÓÓÏÎȟ ÔÕÒÎ ÉÔ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÔ ÈÉÍ ÄÏ ÉÔȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ Á ËÉÔÃÈÅÎ ÓÔÅ×ÁÒÄȟ ÇÏ ÁÈÅÁÄ Ánd put the 
ÂÒÏÏÍ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÈÁÎÄÓȢ  )Ô ×ÉÌÌ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÔÁËÅ ÌÏÎÇÅÒȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ÓÅÔÓ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏÎÅ ÏÎ ÈÏ× ×Å ÖÁÌÕÅ ÏÕÒ ËÉÄÓȢ  
)Æ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ Á ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÏÎ ÓÅÒÖÅÒȟ ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÏÎ ÏÎÅ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÁÎ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÃÏÕÎÔÅÒȟ 
ÁÓË Á ÃÈÉÌÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÌÉÓÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÇÏ ÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÏÎȢ  ,ÅÔȭÓ ÇÅÔ ÏÕÒ ËÉÄÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ×ÈÅÎÅÖÅÒ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȢ  /ÕÒ 
ȰÓÍÁÌÌÅÒȱ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆÆÅÒÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÅÁÓÉÌÙ ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ËÉÄÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ×ÁÙÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÌÌÏ×Ó ÎÅ× ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ 
to form.  How cool is that!    
 

I would also like to invite families young and old to come out for an evening of family fun on Friday, February 

19th, at 6:00 pm. and attend ,ÉÇÈÔÓȟ #ÁÍÅÒÁȟ "ÉÂÌÅȣ !ÃÔÉÏÎȦ  Families will be partnered up and given a bible story 

to read.  They will then illustrate a backdrop and act out the drama.  This gives families a chance to explore the 

"ÉÂÌÅ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÖÉÔÙ 'ÏÄ ÈÁÓ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÅÍȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÏÕÎÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÕÎ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ 

ÓÉÌÌÙ ÁÔ ÔÉÍÅÓȢ  7ÅȭÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÌÉÇÈÔ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÁÔ άȡΦΦȟ ÓÏ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÂÒÉÎÇ Á ÓÉÄÅ ÄÉÓÈ ÏÒ ÄÅÓÓÅÒÔ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅȢ  !Ó ×Å ÇÁÔÈÅÒ 

ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅȟ ) ÁÍ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ Á ΓΧΦ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÅ &ÁÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ 

as they continue on their journey to translate the Bible in Cameroon.   

        Dale Ressler, Children & Family Minister  

Kids Kalendar!  
 

Wed. Feb. 3 6:00 pm  
Family Night: Meal & Live B.I.G.  
 

Fri. Feb. 19 6:00 pm 
òLights, Camera, Bible...Action!ó 
Please bring a side dish/dessert to pass 
& $10 donation for LBT Mission Family 
 

Sun. Feb. 28 1:00 pm  
Parents, Teen & Money Matters:  
Financial Workshop for Parents & Teens 
 

Sun. Mar. 7 9:45 am Service Sundayõs Cool Classes  
Springhill Camps will share stories & about summer camp!  

Thrivent Financial Money Management Workshops for Kids & Parents 
 

February 28
th
, 1:00 pm:  Parents, Teens and Money Matters  (for parents and their teens ages 11 to 14) 

This interactive, workshop is designed for young teens (ages 11 to 14) and their parents.  It uses dialogue, ac-

tivities, and a game format to spark an open discussion about values, money, influences, and choices.  Parents 

receive a resource guide to help continue the discussion of money and values with their teens.  Teens receive 

the Cash Cache, a personal finance planner with separate compartments for saving, spending, giving, and in-

vesting.   Note:  This workshop will also take the place of the regularly scheduled Faith Formation class for that day. 

LOOKING AHEAD TO OUR 2010 VBS PROGRAM 
JUNE 14-18 

The dates have been set for another exciting week of 

VBS.  We wanted to share those dates with you so 

that you can get them on your calendar!  We'll gather 

the week of June 14th - 18th at 6:00 pm for a week of 

fun and praise.  More details will soon be coming.  



A Note from our Ministry Board  
 

Partners in Mission ð 
 

Greetings from the Ministry Board. As New Joy has continued to grow, in terms of both num-
bers and ministries, one thing we have heard is a desire for more communication between the 
Ministry Board and the congregation. We have looked at ways to make this happen without 
taking away from the worship experience on Sunday morning. As a result, each month you 
will find a note from the Ministry Board in your newsletter that highlights the issues the Board 
has discussed at its previous meeting and those issues it is dealing with going forward. Our 
hope is that these notes will help give you a better understanding of what is going on within 

New Joy, as well as encourage you to have additional conversations with your Board Members and share your ideas. 
 

By the time you read this we will have elected 3 new Board members to serve during 2010 and 2011. I am excited about 
the opportunity to work with these partners and to be able to draw upon the skills they each possess to move forward in 
the work to which God has called us. I also want to thank Todd Howard, Sean Fowler and Tonia Hassinger for the incredi-
ble ways they have served this congregation as Board members over the past two years. Their wisdom, humor, insight and 
grace have allowed us to move in ways we didnõt think were possible. 
 

Over the next year the Board will be entrusted to focus on a number of issues. We will be closely monitoring our financial 
performance and Phil Rearden, as our Treasurer, will work to keep the entire congregation abreast of where we stand. We 
will be working to build upon the senior and junior high youth ministry by bring in a new youth minister and expanding 
the opportunities for our youth. We will continue to have conversations as a congregation about the actions of the ELCA 
and how they affect New Joy. We will be looking to increase our educational opportunities, both through congregational 
programs and small group offerings. Finally, we will be looking to increase the ways New Joy and its partners serve Godõs 
world outside of New Joy, by helping to connect our partners to organizations working to reach those in need.  
 

While we start this year with many unknowns, I look forward to what God has in store for us as a congregation and I look 
forward to serving alongside each of you along the way. Please remember that both the Board and the Staff as called to 
serve the congregation and the partners. The best way for this to happen is for you to share your ideas, concerns, praises 
and questions with someone on the Board or Staff whenever they arise. We all are eager to serve together in spreading the 
Gospel to wherever God leads. 
 

In His Service, 
 

Chris Studer 
Ministry Board President 

2/1 Brandy Smith 
2/1 Alyssa Kittilstved 
2/1 Samuel Foreman 
2/2  Kristen Howard 
2/3  Adam Yoder 
2/4  Doug Preston 
2/5  Neva Hall 
2/5  Cindy Goldsbury 
2/7  Jim Schaller 

2/8  Glenn Hoffman 
2/8  Maya Beas 
2/10  Kenton Weyant 
2/11 Andrea Preston 
2/11 Elise McCombs 
2/13 Tony Trullinger 
2/17 Lauren Bruce 
2/18 Tim Hassinger 
2/19 Lauren Towner 

2/20  Marsha Rearden 
2/23  Jennifer Castle 
2/24  Lisa Foreman 
2/27  Bill McAfee 

Happy  Birthday!  

LIGHTS, CAMERA, BIBLE...ACTION!  

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
You're invited to tune into your creative side and come out for an evening of family fun.  We'll 

gather at 6:00 pm for a light dinner.  Families will then be given a bible story and they'll need to 

work together with another family to illustrate a backdrop and then act out the drama as they share 

God's story with others.  It will be fun.  Don't be bashful.    God has filled each of us with creativity 

and this evening will  be a fun and creative way to worship and celebrate God's goodness. Please 

consider donating $10/family for this evening with proceeds going toward the Faye family as they continue on their journey to-

ward Cameroon to translate the Bible.  As we gather around the stories of the Bible, let's not forget the millions of folks all over 

the world who don't have access to God's Word. Please bring either a side dish or dessert to share.  We hope to see you there! 



COMING SOON....  

  
Beginning in February, with God and New Joy Board approved, on the second of 
each month, I will be taking blood pressure readings between services for those that are 
interested.  I believe that God wants us to take care of our bodies not only spiritually but 
physically as well. So, get your arm ready on February 14.  In addition, I will be having 
heart healthy recipes and heart health information.  God Bless. 
  
Kathy Rezac 

From the Nurseryé 
Our Nursery Coordinators wanted to share this article that they found to 
be helpful from an online forumé 
 

2 Year Olds 
Living with a 2 -year - old can be frustrating at times. But 

keep in mind that all that negativism is a normal stage of 

development. Until she grows out of it, lower your expecta-

tions. If safety or respect aren't an issue, you don't always 

have to fight her demands.  

Whenever possible, encourage and reward good behavior. 

If you see your child doing something right --  like sharing a 

toy or waiting her turn --  praise her. By showing approval, you build self -esteem and 

encourage her to repeat the behavior. Always keep your child's developmental capabili-

ties in mind when setting limits. Your 2 -year - old, for example, cannot be expected to 

control her impulse to touch that which interests her. So, if you bring her with you to an 

antique shop, don't punish her for swatting at expensive knick -knacks. Remember that 

"do as I say, not as I do" doesn't work at this age. You are your child's best role model. 

If you regularly lose control in stressful situations, how can you expect your child to do 

any differently? If your child does need to be disciplined, recognize that her attention 

span is still short. Time - outs should be kept brief --  say two minutes --  otherwise she'll 

forget why she's been removed from the situation. Also, remember that a time -out is 

not meant to be a punishment. The point of this exercise is to help an out -of -control 

child, or one that has begun doing something wrong, think about her actions in a calm, 

quite place. (Read More http://parenting.ivillage.com )  

Nursery Announces 
 

We are developing a collage of all the 
nursery kidsõ pictures...please send 

them in to ndbanerjee@comcast.net or 
drop them off at the nursery!  Alsoñ
we have a NEW BIBLE-BASED 
CURRICULUMñso please bring 

your little ones so they can take part! 

BLOOD DRIVE ñSATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6  
Blood Drive -Save a life (really, itõs easy!) The Spirit Team has joined two great causes to-

gether and we're asking for your help to make it a success. Each month (on the first Sat. of 

the month from 9:00 to Noon), we are a  drop off point to accept food pantry items.   On Sat-

urday, Feb. 6th at that same time, we'd like to help save a few lives while we're helping to 

feed & clothe those in need.   While the church is open to accept drop off donations, the In-
dian Blood Mobile will be here to allow for blood donations.   It all happens on Saturday, Feb. 

6th from 9:00 -  12:00 .  You can donate blood every 56 days so our goal for 2010 is to have 

the Blood Mobile here every other month to coincide with the first Saturday of the month 

(when we're collecting donations for food items).    Just sign up for a blood donation time slot 

and bring some food items with you when you come.   One easy opportunity to save a life and feed someone in 

need.  Please help us spread the word around the community.   We have flyers available for you to take to work or 

give out to neighbors.   Look for the blood drive sign up sheet in the narthex or direct questions to Todd Howard @ 

317-225 -0420 (or email to todd@bk2marketing.com ).   

A Place for YOU é and for your Bible, too! 
 

Weôre focusing on the Bible this year at New Joy, and we invite you to bring your Bible to worship every 

week to help you learn more about navigating through it, looking for hope and purpose in its pages, and to 

have fun with a book that spends way too much time on the shelves in most homes.  We also have a special 
plan to help you read through the Bible in one year.  Pick it up in the narthex at church! 

http://parenting.ivillage.com/tp/tpdevelopment/0,,devtrkr_9rpm,00.html#ixzz0cbAeSpK3
mailto:todd@bk2marketing.com

